Nocardial cerebral abscess cured with imipenem/amikacin and enucleation.
A 72 year old female with cerebral abscess due to Nocardia farcinica is reported. Needle aspiration, antimicrobial therapy using a new combination of imipenem and amikacin, and, finally, surgical excision led to prompt and complete recovery. This is the oldest patient to survive cerebral nocardiosis reported in the literature. This infection, is usually regarded as opportunistic and is encountered with increasing frequency in immunocompromised conditions (organ transplantation, chemotherapy, underlying disabling disorder, acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, etc.). The literature is extensively reviewed for various aspects of this disease including prognostic factors, recent developments in antibiotic therapy (imipenem, amikacin, minocycline etc.) and the essential role of surgery in the treatment strategy.